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QUARANTINE ADVISORY PANEL 
70. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Given the Premier’s lacklustre response to this recommendation and his delays 
in improving the hotel quarantine — 
The SPEAKER: Member, when I ask for a question, that is exactly what I want. I do not want the preamble; 
I want the supplementary question. 
Ms L. METTAM: What confidence can the public have that the Premier will act on the recommendations from 
this newly formed panel with the urgency it deserves? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

The panel itself is yet to be formed. It is still to be formed. It will be formed and provide us with ongoing advice 
about the issues related to quarantine. I just note that Western Australia has had one of the best responses to dealing 
with the pandemic of any jurisdiction in the entire world. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: We have had the most outstanding public health response and the most outstanding economic 
response of any jurisdiction in Australia, and probably any jurisdiction in the entire world, yet for some reason the 
member for Vasse thinks that that is not good enough. Other countries around the world have had hundreds of 
thousands of people die in the streets and in corridors. They have had economic dislocation the likes of which 
have not been seen since 1929 and they have had death rates the likes of which have not been seen since the 
Second World War. That is the experience all over the world. In Western Australia, we have run a hotel quarantine 
system that was never designed for it and we have had 45 000 people come through it. We have had a handful of 
incidents, despite the fact that we have put in place some of the strongest protections we would ever see. The Liberal 
state of South Australia—I am good friends with Steven Marshall—has had an incident in hotel quarantine over 
the course of the last day because it was never designed for those purposes, and every state in the commonwealth 
knows it. The commonwealth will not take on the responsibility because it knows it is too hard and too difficult 
and there is risk involved, so we took on the responsibility and we are making it as safe as we possibly humanly can. 

Despite all the trauma and all the effort, and despite the minister and me virtually every single day meeting for 
hours, making decisions, allocating money and resources, questioning advice and ensuring that all sorts of things took 
place across Western Australia over the last 15 months to keep our state safe, it has not been good enough for the 
Liberal Party. This is the same party that, at the height of the pandemic, joined Clive Palmer. It was out there backing 
his action in the High Court. In this house the then leader, who is now a private citizen, was backing Clive Palmer. 
Every time an issue came up, there was criticism and undermining. That is what occurred. I can bring in all the 
quotes for the member if she likes. She was sitting there, right behind her, backing her all the way. That has been 
the experience of this state over the last 15 months. I tell you what: if you think the public has not noticed the way 
you conducted yourself and the experience over the course of the last year, you are misrepresenting the evidence 
of 13 March! 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warren–Blackwood, congratulations on your first question. 
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